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C-1424684/K
FRONT= MOUNT HINGE KIT FOR BUGEYE SPRITE

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS
Introduction

Read all instructions thoroughly befcre proceeding with this installation (11

These instructions assume that the installers are experienced inkasic auto repair tedmiques and have at their
disposal, in addition to a good quality workshop memual, a comprehensive selection of wrenches and other tools,
including an electric drill and bits, rord ard flat files, autarotive electrical terminal crinpers or soldering ira, “pop”
rivet toal with rivets and a stock of other bits and pieces as comonly used in modifying or repaiving cars.

The kit contains the pieces necessary to cavert a Bugeye Sprite from a rear-hinged bamet to a quick-release
frant-hinged cnfiguration, allowing rapid removal for major repair and easier access for normal maintenance.

The kit does not oontain a latching mechenism or safety catch and permenent. removal of the front hurper is
necessary to install the kit. Tension-Type fasteners ar straps such as Mini Menia P/NMS 118 are recarmended for
securing the hood, but note that the rear of the bamet MUST be secured by sore method of your choosing. Fresh hood
seals, bunpers, and buffers are also recammended.

PREPARATION AND HARDWARE INSTALLATION

BONNET - REMOVAL:
1 Refazirgmﬁgmel,peelbadcﬂemotwtiwjadetof&emmme@seﬂehﬂiﬁdmm,
meke note of any color coding and label all wires BEFORE cutting them. Carefully cut the frant
lighting array wiring hamess at point just behind the right hand tum signal /marker lanp, leaving a
16 -17 inch pigtail. Leave yourself enough of the stunp of the hood hamess to easily attach electrical
terminals to the individal wires.

2 Refertoyourshopnarmalamdmmvethebcxmet.
3 Renove the locking assenbly and handle, rod clips, bamet latch/stricker plate, safety catch and
locating pegs from the bamet and save them for the next swap meet ar, depending on their condition,
4 Remove grille assenbly. This will be reinstalled in a later step.
PREPARATION:
hing Remove the hinges from the cowl.
2 Remove the frant bunper by unbol ting the mounting bars from the chassis. Set these aside for swap

meet (see #3 above) . Inspect carefully the acodition of the front mounting bosses - these should be
free of hmarxipexperxho.ﬂ.artothechassmextenslms Clesn up the bosses and align as

required. ]
3 Remove the bamet and auxiliary stays fram the body shell.
4 Enlarge the hole just above that through which the lodking rod passes to acospt a 3/8” diameter bolt.

See Figure 2 ard test fit before enlarging the hale.
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INSTALLATION:
1 Attach the 950025 and -26 Hinge Brackets to the cooling ducts as illustrated, using the 3/8” kolts,
mits and washers provided. For the mament, leave the bolts finger tight.
2 Install the 950021 and -22 Clips anto the hood between the headlight fairing and the cooling air duct
upper support angle, using 1/8” diameter STEEL pop rivets (not supplied) as shown in figure 3
BEFORE IRILLING, adjust (bend) the fairing leg of the clip to get a good £it between clip ard fairing
before drilling the rivet holes in the hood menbers.

3 When the clips have been riveted in place, bolt the Iug end of a 950024 Stay Cable to the clipan
each side, and laying the length of the cable alang the side of the duct as shown in Figure 3.
4 Attach a 950021 Stay Clip to each side of the radiator where the splash shield support brackets are
FINAL INSTALLATION AND ALIGNMENT:
1 Libricate (grease) the forward bunper bosses an which the hinges will pivot and the slots in the
hinge hradeets with stick or other lag lasting ukricant.
2 With the hood near the vertical ard securely supported by a friend or sareane else you trust,

engage the slots in the hinge brackets with the urper bosses, and carefully lower the hood until its
rear edge is resting inplace an the cowl.
3 2djust the fit of the hood to the aoil as required, then fully tighten the hinge kyadket seaing bolts.
Use drift pins or similar devices inserted through the ardginal locating peg holes to ease aligment.
Raise the hood ard snap the Stay Cables anto the clips attached to the radiator sugpert.
8 Install the gang oamectar halves to each side of the previausly aut wiring hamess, ensuring that the
wires are correctly aligned. Camect the two halves, neatly lay the rear portian of the harmess alag
the imer fender ard secure it with suitable cable clanps ar wire ties (not Provided) .
Check that all fasteners are seaure.
Install the hood hold-down streps of your choice.
8 Reinstall the grille assanbly.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

IGNITION TIMING

vhile the fitting of this kit greatly imoroves engine access ingeneral, when the bamet is raised, direct viewing
of the timing marks m the crankshaft damper and timing pointer an the chain cover is no langer possible. The bamet
could be removed from the car, of comrse, hut since removal is a two-persan gperatian, this may not always be cave-
nient. Amore practical method is to add an awrdliary timing mark and position irdicator which are more easily viewed
from the topside of the engine bay. An exanple of one such arrangement is shown in figure A1. A pointer is not
included in this kit, but could be readily fabricated.

ELECTRICAL GROUND

This kit installation provides fewer ground paths between the bamet and the rest of the car body then the
original cnfiguration. This may result in poor headlight performence. . .dimiing, flidkeringete..... althoxhnme of
these canditions have ever appeared an our develcpment car even in the rain. The straightforward solution if poor
groumding is suspected is to provide an additional ground wire through the seventh, uwsed, pin of the electrical
aamectar installed in Final Installation step 5. Shauld that not be sufficient, a wire of as heavy gauge as practical ard
the ends should be securely fastened to the bamet and main chassis respectively (a braided ground cable, available
fram most auto parts houses, works very well in this gpplication) .
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HINGE INSTALLATION
Left hand installation shown
Figure 2
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STAY CABLE & BONNET CLIP INSTALLATION

(Left hand installation shown
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